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Acetylation/Sonogashira cross-coupling reaction/cyclization has been carried out in one-pot using a
Na2PdCl4/2-(di-tert-butylphosphino)-N-phenylindole/CuI system in TMEDA to give 5-nitro-2-substituted
benzo[b]furans in excellent yields. We also describe the extension of this method to 4-EWG-2-bromo-
phenols obtaining 2,5-disubstituted-benzo[b]furans in good yields.

� 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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Scheme 1. General routes to 5-nitro-benzo[b]furans.
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Scheme 2. Reactions of 2-bromo-4-nitrophenol derivatives with phenylacetylene
Benzo[b]furan derivatives are found abundantly in nature and
are well known to possess various biological activities.1–3 Benzo[b]-
furan-based molecules have been also disclosed as the inhibitors of
b-amyloid (Ab) aggregation4 and cyclooxygenase-2 (COX-2).5 Conse-
quently, there is an increasing interest in the synthesis of compounds
containing benzo[b]furan moiety and a number of synthetic methods
for their synthesis have been described in the literature.6

5-Nitro-benzofurans possess antibacterial and anti-cancer
activities and recently have been used as a synthetical precursor
of the new antiarrhythmic agent, dronedarone.7 In connection with
our research for the synthesis of biologically active compounds, we
decided to evaluate a Sonogashira-based process8 to access to 5-ni-
tro-2-substituted-benzo[b]furans. They have been mostly obtained
using Pd-catalyzed reactions: via a one-pot annulation of terminal
alkynes and 2-iodophenols (path a)9 or via cyclization of 2-alkynyl-
phenols, prepared in three steps including O-protection, Sonogash-
ira coupling, and O-deprotecting (path b),10 (Scheme 1).

However, to the best of our knowledge, there are no examples
of the synthesis of benzofurans using 2-bromo-4-nitrophenol
derivatives as substrates.

Recently, highly efficient Sonogashira couplings have been ob-
tained on aryl and heteroaryl bromides using 0.5 mol % of Na2PdCl4

in the presence of 1 mol% of 2-(di-tert-butyl phosphino)-N-indole
ll rights reserved.

: +39 0971 202223.
hiummiento).

2a.
as the ligand, with CuI as the co-catalyst and tetramethylethylene-
diamine (TMEDA) as the solvent at 80 �C.11
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Table 1
Sonogashira coupling of 2-bromo-4-nitrophenyl acetate (1b) with phenylacetylene (2a) under various conditionsa

+
"Pd", CuI,

solvent, 80°C O

O2N
Ph

4a

Br

OAc

O2N

1b 2a

Ph

Entry Equiv of 2a Pd source Solvent t (h) 4a Yieldb (%)

1 1.2 Na2PdCl4/L TMEDA 5 47
2 4 Na2PdCl4/L TMEDA 1 98
3 4 Na2PdCl4/L Et3N 7 98
4 4 PdCl2(PPh3)2 TMEDA 4 23
5 1.2 PdCl2(PPh3)2 Et3N 24 Tracec

6d 2 Na2PdCl4/L TMEDA 8 0c

a Reactions were carried out with 1b (1 equiv), phenylacetylene 2a, ‘Pd’ (0.5 mol %), ligand (1 mol %), CuI (1 mol %) in solvent (1 M) at 80 �C and were monitored by TLC and
GC–MS analysis.

b Isolated yield.
c Compound 1a was obtained as the product.
d Reaction was carried out without CuI.
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Herein we report the first application of the latter conditions for
the synthesis of 5-nitro-2-substituted benzofurans using 2-bromo-
4-nitro-phenol acetates as substrates. Firstly we examined this
reaction protocol on 2-bromo-4-nitrophenol 1a with phenylacety-
lene 2a. However, no reaction occurred (Scheme 2).

It has been shown by Kotschy and co-workers12 that acetylated
bromophenols give very good results in terms of cross-coupling
products if used in Sonogashira reaction, so we decided to use
the acetate derivative 1b as the substrate. The reaction of the latter
with 2a (1.2 equiv) gave after 5 h a mixture of the deacetylated
bromide 1a (53%) and benzo[b]furan 4a (47%, Scheme 2 and Ta-
ble 1, entry 1).
Table 2
One-pot synthesis of 2,5-disubstituted-benzofurans (4) starting from 2-bromo-4-substitut

 Br

OA

X

1b, 5b-8

Br

OH

X

1a, 5a-8a

AcBr,TMEDA,

THF, rt, 5 min

Entry X Bromide Alkyne 2

1 NO2 1a 2a

2 NO2 1a

OMe

OMe

2b

3 NO2 1a
OH

2c

4 NO2 1a

C6H13
2d

5 CN 5a 2a

6 CN 5a 2c
This result shows that 1b can indeed afford the coupling prod-
uct, which then undergoes in situ deacetylation followed by het-
eroannulation. The in situ deacetylation of the phenol group can
be ascribed to the presence of the nitro group at the para position
as well as to the basicity of TMEDA. In order to optimize the results
avoiding the competitive deprotection reaction on 1b, we used an
excess of 2a. More than 2 equiv was necessary to obtain 4a in high
selectivity (98% yield after 1 h, Table 2, entry 2). Na2PdCl4 in Et3N
also gave 4a in high yield, but with longer reaction time (entry
3). It should be noted that PdCl2(PPh3)2, used as the catalyst, affor-
ded 4a in only 23% yield if used in the TMEDA and only trace in
Et3N (Table 1, entries 4 and 5). With the aim of reducing the
ed phenols (1a, 5a–8a)a

2,Na2PdCl4, L

CuI, TMEDA,
80°C O

X
R

4
c
b

t (h) Benzofuran 4 Yieldb (%)

1.5 O

O2N

4a

99

9 O

O2N

OMe

OMe

4b

79

7 O

O2N
OH

4c

99c

4 O

O2N
C6H13

4d

97

5.5 O

NC

4e

94

23 O

NC
OH

4f

89c

(continued on next page)



AcO

OAcOAc 109

Figure 1. Cross-coupling products 9 and 10.

Table 2 (continued)

Entry X Bromide Alkyne 2 t (h) Benzofuran 4 Yieldb (%)

7 CN 5a 2d 16 O

NC
C6H13

4g

90

8 CHO 6a 2a 26 O

OHC

4h

24

9 H 7a 2a 12 O
4i

87e

10d OH 8a 2a 14 O

AcO

4j

23e

a Reactions were carried out with 1a, 5a–8a (1 equiv), acetyl bromide (1 equiv), TMEDA (1 equiv), THF (1 M), 2 (4 equiv), Na2PdCl4 (0.5 mol %), 2-(di-tert-butyl phosphino)-
N-indole (1 mol %), CuI (1 mol %) in TMEDA (1 M) at 80 �C and were monitored by TLC and GC–MS analysis. All products were characterized by NMR spectroscopy and mass
spectrometry (EI MS).

b All yields are isolated yields after column chromatography.
c Conversion evaluated by GC–MS analysis.
d Reaction was carried out with 2 equiv of acetyl bromide and 8 equiv in all of 2a.
e After 10 h was added KOtBu (2 equiv) to convert the cross-coupling products 9 and 10 into the cyclic ones.
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Glazer-type oxidative dimerization of terminal alkyne due to the
presence of copper(I) co-catalyst, the copper-free condition was
tested without any success (Table 1, entry 6).

The one-pot acetylation/coupling/cyclization of 2-bromo-4-
nitrophenol 1a to 4a was equally successful.13 Acetylation of 1a
was complete in 5 min at room temperature (monitored by TLC)
using acetyl bromide (1 equiv), TMEDA (1 equiv), and THF (1 M).
After the addition of 2a (4 equiv), TMEDA (1 M), and the catalyst
system the Sonogashira coupling/cyclization reached full conver-
sion in less than 2 h affording 4a in 99% yield (starting from 1a, en-
try 1 in Table 2).

The generality of this protocol was then investigated under the
optimized reaction conditions. Table 2 shows that several commer-
cial alkynes can react with bromide 1a to give compounds 4b–d in
very good yields (entries 2–4). It can be noted that bromide 1b was
completely transformed into 4c only when 1.2 equiv of 2c was
used (Table 2, entry 3), but significant decomposition during the
purification occurred.

Encouraged by these results we further investigated the reac-
tion of EWG-substituted bromides under similar conditions. When
the substituents were the cyano- and the formyl-group acetates 5b
and 6b afforded benzofurans 4e and 4h in 94% and 24% yields,
respectively. The formation of 4h was in competition with the
hydrolysis of the acetyl group of 6b, as the other product of the
reaction was the deacetylated bromophenol 6a.

Unfortunately but unsurprisingly, unsubstituted o-bromophe-
nol 7a and 2-bromo-1,4-dihydroxybenzene 8a gave under these
reaction conditions lower yields of benzofurans 4i and 4j along
with cross-coupling products 9 and 10 (Fig. 1). Adding 2 equiv of
KOtBu in the same vessel compounds 9 and 10 were converted into
benzofurans 4i and 4j (87% and 23% yields, respectively; Table 2
entries 9 and 10). In the case of the reaction of 8b the main reaction
product corresponded to the fully hydrolyzed bromide 8a.

From the results obtained, it is clear that substrates 1a and 5a
are the most reactive in these coupling/cyclization sequences.
Although 4 equiv of alkynes has been used, this protocol provides
a facile access to a large number of 5-nitro-2-substituted-benzofu-
rans in excellent yields, starting from commercially available aryl
bromide 1a and alkynes 2a–d.

The synthesis of benzo[b]furans is strongly limited by the nat-
ure of the substituents on the aromatic ring, which can be regarded
as switches of the reaction direction. Phenols bearing electron-
withdrawing groups led exclusively to the target benzofurans
while their analogues with electron-donating substituents (or
without any substituent) gave previously the cross-coupling prod-
ucts and after the addition of a base the desired cyclic ones.

4-EWG-2-bromophenols are valuable synthetic tools for a one-
pot preparation of 2,5-disubstituted-benzofurans using Na2PdCl4/
L/CuI/TMEDA system.

Further investigations to utilize this method and these com-
pounds for more complex molecules are currently underway in
our laboratory.
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